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Staromeéstské namésti
Old Town Square

Staromeéstské namésti je jednim z nejdulezitéjsich historickych pro-
stranstvi v Praze. V/ pocatcich trvalého osidleni Prahy vsak soucasny
stfed mésta lezel mimo prostory hlavnich center, ktera se nachazela
predevsim v hradistich na dnesni periferii. Zména prisla az kolem
9. stoleti v souvislosti se zaloZenim PraZského hradu, ktery prevzal
po hradisti na Levém Hradci ulohu ustredniho sidla rodici se premy-
slovské rise. Dosavadni praZska centra diky tomu ztratila na vyzna-
mu, zatimco dnesni Mald Strana a Hradcany rostly rychlym tem-
pem. BaZinaté a povodnémi casto zaplavované uzemi budouciho
Starého Meésta vsak v té dobé stale zustavalo bez trvalého osidleni,
JehoZ prvni stopy jsou datovany aZ na konec 10. stolet.

Premyslovsky stat rychle ziskaval stale vyznamnéjsi misto na poli-
tické mapé stfedni Evropy a tomu také odpovidal rostouci véhlas
panovnické rezidence spojeny s Uzemnim rozvojem podhradi, kte-
rému uz nestacila Mald Strana, a rozrostlo se proto i na pravy breh
Vltavy. Prvni pisemné zminky o dne3nim Staroméstském nameésti
se nachézeji v Kosmové kronice. Kolem roku 1100 mélo namésti
podle kronikafova liceni podobu plané bez pfiléhajici okolni zastav-
by, kde se pravidelné konaly trhy a pfileZitostné také velka vefejna
shromdzdéni, nebo sem bylo svolavano vojsko.

Old Town Square is one of the most important historic public spac-
es in Prague. But it was not always the centre of the city: during
the emergence of the first permanent settlement in Prague this site
was far from the main hubs, which were found primarily in the hill
forts located along today’s urban periphery. This changed in the
9th century with the establishment of the Prague Castle, which be-
came the nascent Premyslid dynasty’s main residence instead of the
Levy Hradec hill fort. The significance of existing Prague hubs dimin-
ished while today’s Lesser Side and the castle area of Hradcany grew
at a fast pace. At that time the future Old Town — marshy and plagued
by frequent flooding — still lacked permanent settlement, the first
traces of which appeared in the late 10th century.

The increasing political importance of the Premyslid dynasty in Cen-
tral Europe was mirrored by the rising prestige of the royal residence
and the development of the area below the castle, which soon out-
grew the Lesser Side and expanded to the right bank of the Moldau
River. The first written records of today’s Old Town Square are found
in the Cosmas Chronicle. According to the chronicle, around the year
1100 Old Town Square resembled an open plain without adjacent
development. Regular markets and occasional large public gather-

Pohled na severni stranu Staroméstského namésti v roce 1771.
View of the northern section of Old Town Square in 1771.
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Soucasna pldorysnd struktura Starého Mésta dostala svdj zaklad
diky dokonceni Juditina mostu v druhé poloviné 12. stoleti a ros-
toucimu vyznamu trzisté, kolem kterého vyrostla v prvni poloviné
13. stoleti souvisla méstskd zastavba s nékolika desitkami cirkevnich
staveb. Mezi klicové mezniky prerodu podhradi ve skute¢né meés-
to bezesporu patfi vystavba staroméstského opevnéni b&hem vla-
dy kréle Véclava I. a pfedeviim souhlas krale Jana Lucemburského
s vybudovanim Staroméstské radnice v roce 1338.

Od té doby se z ndmésti stalo vSestranné centrum Prahy, kde se kro-
mé trh{ odehravaly vefejné udalosti prvoradého vyznamu, vcetné
korunovaci a poprav. Dnes namésti vypada jinak nez kdysi, trhy se
zde konaji uz jenom o Vanocich a Velikonocich, korunovace a po-
pravy byly zruseny, ale stejné jako v pribéhu predchozich staleti se
zde lidé schazeji pfi vefejnych i soukromych slavnostech, svatbach,
inauguracich, pfedavani vyznamenani, politickych mitincich a dal-
Sich vyznamnych uddélostech.

Na ptdorysu Staroméstského namésti je vidét, ze vzniklo spontdn-
né jako centrum rostouciho mésta. Jeho stény jsou jen ojedinéle
rovné, sleduji mékké krivky, jez odpovidaji plynulému pohybu lidi.
Neobvykld je jeho jakoby pridana jihozdpadni ¢ast, kterd by asi jinde
méla samostatné jméno, zde vsak skutecné patii k namésti. Snad
i kvdli radnici, ktera misto do hlavni plochy namésti obraci svou tvar
do komornéjsiho prostoru.

ings were held there and it was also the site to which troops were
summoned.

The modern layout of Old Town was shaped by the completion of the
Judith Bridge in the latter half of the 12th century and the growing
importance of the marketplace, which became surrounded by con-
tiguous urban development, including dozens of church buildings,
in the 13th century. Two key milestones in the transformation of the
area below the castle into a true town were the construction of forti-
fication around the old town during the reign of King Wenceslaus the
First and, above all, King John of Luxembourg’s consent to construc-
tion of the Old Town Hall in 1338.

From that time on the square served as the universal centre of Prague,
the site of markets and of prime public events including coronation
ceremonies and executions. Today, the square looks different than it
did then; markets are held only at Christmas and Easter and corona-
tion ceremonies and executions have long been a thing of the past.
Nonetheless, people still gather here as they did in centuries past — for
public and private ceremonies, weddings, inaugurations, award cere-
monies, political gatherings and other important events.

The layout of Old Town Square is evidence that the site developed
organically as the centre of the growing town. Few of its walls are
straight; rather, they follow soft curves that correspond to the smooth

Severni strana Staroméstského namésti pred asanaci.
Northern section of Old Town Square before renewal.
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Pfitom jeho dnesni podoba je jakymsi polotovarem. Ndmésti bylo
kdysi sevienéjsi, kromé mensi jihozapadni ¢asti mélo pevné sta-
novené hranice, a tak vyrazné, jako dnes Pafizska, z néj vychazely
pouze ulice na vychod. Na rozhrani XIX. a XX. stoleti Praha po-
tfebovala nové administrativni i reprezentativni prostory, a proto
zacala zkousSet, co by se dalo udélat s radnici. K tomu se pfidaly
promény ndmésti vyvolané soustfedénou asanaci Josefova a Casti
Starého Mésta. Namésti kvali tomu ztratilo uzavéru sikmo zalome-
ného stfedovékého Krennova domu a prostor poprvé ztratil kus své
sevienosti.

Za poslednich sto let bylo vypsano devét rliznych soutézi, v jejichz
ramci bylo vytvofeno pres Sest stovek ndvrhd, jak ndmésti znovu
uzaviit a vratit mu nejen jeho ztraceny tvar, ale také velkorysost
nejvyznamneéjsiho méstského prostoru. Snad se to brzy podafri.

flow of people. Its south-western part — seemingly an addition — is
unusual. Elsewhere it would probably have its own name but here it
is truly part of the square. Even the town hall’s facade is turned to the
more intimate space rather than the main area of the square.

But the contemporary appearance of the square is a semi-finished
product as it were. Except for the smaller south-western part, the
square was once more enclosed and had firmly set boundaries as
definite as Paris street, with side streets opening only to the east. At
the turn of the 19th and 20th centuries Prague needed new admin-
istrative and representative buildings, which led to the city’s effort to
address the Town Hall issue. Concentrated efforts to clean up the Jo-
sefov district and part of Old Town resulted in further changes to the
square. When the angled medieval Krenn House was pulled down,
the square became less enclosed.

Over the past one hundred years there have been a total of nine de-
sign competitions that have resulted in more than 600 design propos-
als to re-enclose the square in order to restore its former appearance
and grant it the largesse it deserves as the city's most important public
space. Let's hope this aim will soon come to fruition.

Pohled na severni stranu Staroméstského namésti po dokonceni budovy Prazské méstské pojistovny.
6 View of the northern section of Old Town Square after completion of the Prague Municipal Insurance Company building.
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Prazska méstska pojistovna

Prague Municipal Insurance Company

Pojistovny proti skodém zplsobenym poZary zacaly v Ceskych
zemich vznikat v prvni poloviné 19. stoleti v reakci na zakladani
téchto podnikt v okolnich zemich. Prvni pojistovnou tohoto dru-
hu u nas se stal ,C. k. priv. Cesky spolecny nahradu Skody ohném
svedené pojistujici ustav v Praze” zaloZeny v roce 1827. Brzy se
k nému pripojila cela rada dalsich soukromych firem, které v Praze
velmi slusné prosperovaly predevsim diky dobre zorganizovanému
hasicskému sboru, jenZ dokadzal ucinné branit rozsahlejsim poZa-
ram.

Hacek byl v tom, Ze soukromé pojistovny na cinnost prazskych
hasic nijak nepfispivaly. Misto nich pIné hradila nemalé naklady
na provoz hasi¢ského sboru méstska pokladna. Neni proto divu, Ze
se prazsti radni snazili ziskat pro mésto dalsi pFijmy a jejich tvahy
sméfovaly k zaloZeni méstské pojistovny. Radu let viak na radnici
z(stavalo pouze u téchto Uvah. Opravdu energicky se celé zaleZi-
tosti ujalo az zastupitelstvo zvolené za starosty FrantiSka Vaclava
PStrossa, které v roce 1863 ustavilo pfipravnou komisi.

Diky jeji praci zahdjila Prazska meéstska pojistovna svou ¢innost uz
1. ledna 1865. Na hospodareni dohlizeli zastupci mésta, do jehoz

Companies offering insurance against damages caused by fire emerged
in Bohemia in the first half of the 19th century in reaction to the estab-
lishment of similar insurers in neighbouring countries. The first insurance
company of this type was the “Imperial and Royal Czech Joint Fire Dam-
age Compensation Insurance Institute in Prague”, founded in 1827. A
number of other private companies soon followed suit and prospered in
Prague, primarily owing to the well organised fire brigade, which effec-
tively prevented widespread fires.

The catch was that the private insurance companies did not help fund
the work of Prague firefighters. Instead the city covered the sizeable
costs of operating the fire brigade. It is hardly surprising, then, that
Prague council members strove to supplement the city’s income and
directed their efforts towards establishment of a municipal insurance
company. But it took a number of years for the town to take action.
The council elected under Mayor Frantisek Vaclav Pstross finally took
the matter in hand and set up a committee to prepare the project in
1863.

Through the committee’s work, the Prague Municipal Insurance Com-
pany opened its doors on 1 January, 1865. The financial manage-

Sidlo Ministerstva pro mistni rozvoj na pozadi Husova pomniku.

8 Seat of the Ministry for Local Development with the monument of Master John Huss.
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pokladny mél také putovat zisk. Ten vSak zpocatku nebyl valny,
protoze v lété roku 1865 doslo k velkému pozéru vitavskych mly-
nd ,Na lodkach”, za néz bylo nutné vyplatit vysokou nahradu,
kterd témér dvojnasobné prevysovala celorocni prijmy z pojistné-
ho. Zakladatelé pojistovny viak uzavreli zajistovaci smlouvu s ,,Prv-
ni uherskou vieobecnou pojistovaci spole¢nosti v Pesti”, kterd po-
skytla chybéjici obnos, takze bylo mozné celou zalezitost vyfidit
bez zbytecnych pritahl k plné spokojenosti klientd.

Také v dalSich letech doslo v Praze a pfilehlych predméstich
k velkym pozartm, jejichz nasledky musela vyporddat méstska
pojistovna. Hofelo mimo jiné v Kfizikové elektrarné v Karling,
tovarné G. Konsteina v Bubenci, Odkolkovych mlynech ve Vyso-
¢anech nebo ve strojovné Narodopisné vystavy na holeSovickém
Vystavisti. Celkem bylo v letech 1865 1902 vyfeSeno vice nez
3 000 pojistnych udalosti a vyplaceno pres milion korun na na-
hradach.

Dalsi milion korun z finan¢nich fondd pojistovny byl ve vyse uvede-
ném obdobi odveden méstu na bezpec¢nostni Ucely. Pro lepsi pred-
stavu o jak vysokou ¢astku se jednalo, mUZe poslouzit srovnani's ce-
nami v roce 1900. Naptiklad jedno vejce stélo 4 haléfe, kilogram
brambor 5 haléft, mouka necelych tficet halérl, kilogram masa
90 haléft a celoro¢ni ndjemné za jednu mistnost vyslo na jednu az
dvé stovky. Primérny ¢inzak se tehdy dal pofidit od dvaceti tisic...

10

ment of the company was supervised by representatives of the city,
which was supposed to be the recipient of the company’s income.
But a great fire at the Na lodkach Moldau River mills in the sum-
mer of 1865, which required payment of considerable compensation
amounting to almost twice the total annual premiums, reduced the
initial income. However, the founders of the insurance company con-
cluded a reinsurance contract with the First Hungarian General In-
surance Company in Pest, which provided the missing funds so that
the matter could be settled to the satisfaction of customers without
undue delays.

In subsequent years the Municipal Insurance Company had to settle
damages for more massive fires in Prague and outlying areas. Some
of the buildings that burned down included the Kfizik Power Station
in Karlin, the Konstein factory in Bubene¢, the Odkolek Mills in Vy-
socany and the machine works of the Ethnographic Exhibition at the
HoleSovice Exhibition Grounds. More than 3,000 insured events were
settled between 1865 and 1902 with more than one million Czech
crowns paid in compensation.

Another million Czech crowns were allocated from the insurance
company’s funds to the city for safety measures during the same pe-
riod. A comparison of 1900 prices gives a better idea of just how
much money that was. One egg cost 4 halers, a kilogram of potatoes
5 halers, a kilogram of flour less than 30 halers and a kilogram of meat

Soucasna podoba pruceli.
Current appearance of the forefront.
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Prazsti hasic¢i navic kazdoro¢né dostdvali od méstské pojistovny
prispévek ve vysi 2% z vybraného pojistného. Pro bézné obcany
mélo znacny pfinos také snizeni pojistného v disledku vétsi kon-
kurence na trhu. Kromé toho, jak méstska pojistovna hrdé uvadéla
v dobovych propagacnich materidlech, nebyla za ctyficet let své
existence ani jednou Zalovdna nespokojenymi klienty, coz v dnes-
nich pomérech plsobi naprosto neuvéfitelné. Stejny pocit ziskava
soucasnik také z poctu administrativnich pracovnikt méstské pojis-
tovny na zacatku XX. stoleti. Chod celého podniku dokazalo zajistit
10 urednikd véetné feditele a dvou praktikantd!

12

90 halers while rent for one room for one year cost one to two hun-
dred crowns. The purchase price of an average apartment building
started at 20,000 Czech crowns...

Prague firefighters also received an annual dividend of 2% from the
premiums collected by the Municipal Insurance Company. Premiums
went down as competition increased on the insurance market, which
was a great boon for ordinary citizens. In addition, the Municipal In-
surance Company — as it proudly proclaimed on its advertising mate-
rials — did not face a single lawsuit from a dissatisfied customer in all
of its forty years, which seems almost unbelievable today. Similarly
unfathomable is the number of administrative employees that the
Municipal Insurance Company had at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury: the entire company was run by 10 staff, including the director
and two interns!

Putto na sloupku balkonu portélu / Antonin Prochazka.
A putto at the baluster of the portal balcony / Antonin Prochazka.
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Stavba budovy Prazské méstské pojistovny
Construction of the Prague Municipal Insurance Company Building

PraZska méstska pojistovna sidlila po svém zaloZeni nejprve v budové
Staroméstské radnice. V roce 1890 se kvili potrebé vétsich prostor
prestéhovala do mistnosti v I. patfe domu ¢. p. 461 naproti radnici,
které vsak béhem nékolika let rovnéZ prestaly stacit rozristajici se
agendé. Navic bylo potfeba poohlédnout se po sidle, které by v ocich
zdmozné klientely lépe reprezentovalo prosperujici financni ustav.

Dozor¢i rada pojistovny se proto rozhodla vyuzit pravé probihajici
asanaci ¢asti Starého Mésta a byvalého ghetta v Josefové, které se
v druhé poloviné XIX. stoleti stalo Utocistém nejubozejsi prazské chu-
diny s tomu odpovidajici mirou vyskytu socialné patologickych jevd.
Zdravotni a hygienické poméry, dolozené nezvratnymi statistickymi
Cisly, dosahovaly v polozkach, jako byly nemocnost, Umrtnost, pocet
obyvatel na jednu mistnost ¢i pocet rodin na jeden zachod, mimofrad-
né alarmuijicich parametrd. Nutnost ozdravéni tohoto doslova smeti-
$té ve stfedu mésta vedla k vypracovani planu na plosnou demolici
z hlediska moderniho bydleni nevyhovujici zastavby, na jejiz leckdy
znacnou historickou hodnotu a unikatnost se v té dobé nebral zfetel.

V roce 1896 meésto vykoupilo na severni strané Staromeéstské-
ho nédmésti domy ¢. p. 931-933, které byly urc¢eny k demolici.

The first home of the Prague Municipal Insurance Company was the Old
Town Hall. Needing more room, the Company moved to the first floor of
building no. 461 across from the Town Hall in 1890. In just a few years,
however, it found itself in need of yet larger offices to accommodate
its growing business. The prospering financial institution also needed
premises that would better suit its position in the eyes of wealthy clients.

The insurance company’s supervisory board decided to utilise the con-
current clearance of part of Old Town and the former Josefov ghetto,
which had become a refuge for the poorest families of Prague in the
second half of the 19th century and was beleaguered by associated
social problems. Health and sanitation conditions, demonstrated by ir-
refutable statistics on illness and mortality rates, number of residents
per room and families per toilet, were alarming. The need to sanitize
this area - literally a rubbish dump in the middle of the city — led to the
development of a plan to completely demolish every building lacking
adequate infrastructure. The plan neglected to consider the notable
historic value and unique attributes of many of the buildings.

In 1896 the city bought buildings no. 931-933 on the northern side
of Old Town Square, which were earmarked for demolition. Work on

Alegorie ohné ve svétliku nad bo¢nim vchodem portalu / Ladislav Saloun.

14 Allegory of Fire in the skylight above the side entrance of the portal / Ladislav Saloun.
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Na jafe 1897 zacala prace na rozpoctech a skicach. V nasleduji-
cim roce byla vypsana architektonicka soutéz, kterou vsak od po-
¢atku provazely famy o jejim zmanipulovani. Negativni kampari
se projevila v nizké Ucasti architektd, z nichz se nepodafilo vybrat
vitéze.

Svou vizi budovy Prazské méstské pojistovny predstavil mimo
soutéz také architekt Osvald Polivka, ktery je fazen mezi pr0-
kopniky secesni architektury u nas. K nejznaméjsim dochovanym
budovdm postavenym podle jeho ndvrhu patfi Zemskd banka
na Piikopé (1894-96) s pfistavbou (1909-11) spojenou mostky
pres Nekdzanku, Prazska méstska spofitelna v neorenesanc-
nim slohu (spole¢né s A. Wiehlem) v Rytitské ulici (1892-94),
Obecni dim (spole¢né s A. BalSankem) na namésti Republiky
(1904-1912), Nova radnice na Maridnském namésti (1908-12) atd.
Kromé vefejnych budov Osvald Polivka vyprojektoval také celou
fadu ¢inZovnich domd na Vinohradech, Starém a Novém Mésté.

Svymi soucasniky byl Osvald Polivka oceriovan pro mistrovstvi pU-
dorysnych a prostorovych feSeni, diraz na preciznost materialC
a uzkou spolupraci s pfednimi vytvarniky své doby. Jeho navrh
zaujal dozor¢i radu méstské pojistovny natolik, ze mu zadala
vypracovani pland. Situaci v3ak stavebnikam zacal komplikovat
silici odpor vefejnosti proti plosSnému bourdni budov bez ohledu
na jejich historickou hodnotu.

a budget and sketches began in spring of 1897. The following year an
architectural competition was announced but rumours of manipulation
hampered it from the very beginning. The unfavourable press resulted
in few submissions and no winner was selected.

Architect Osvald Polivka, one of pioneers of Art Nouveau in Bohemia,
also came up with his own vision for the Prague Municipal Insurance
Company building outside of the competition. The most famous of his
buildings still standing today include the Provincial Bank in Na pfikopé
street (1894-96) with an extension (1909-11) connected by bridges over
the district of Nekazanka, the Neo-Renaissance Prague Municipal Savings
Bank building (designed jointly with A. Wiehl) in Rytitska street (1892-94),
the Municipal House (designed jointly with A. Balsanek) at Republic
Square (1904-1912), the New City Hall at Virgin Mary Square (1908-12),
etc. Besides public buildings, Osvald Polivka also designed a range of
apartment houses in the districts of Vinohrady, Old Town and New Town.

Osvald Polivka’s contemporaries appreciated his mastery as regards
ground plans and spatial design, his emphasis on precise selection of
materials and his close cooperation with leading artists of his time.
The supervisory board of the Municipal Insurance Company was so
impressed by his design that it commissioned him to draw up the con-
struction plans. Nevertheless, the construction process became compli-
cated by the mounting public resistance against extensive demolition
of buildings regardless of their historic value.

Priceli je korunovano emblémem hasi¢stvi ve stfedu a figuradlnimi skupinami Hasi¢ a Vola na poplach po stranach.
16 The forefront is crowned by an emblem of fire-fighting at the center and by figural groups of Fireman and Raising an Alarm on the sides.
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S bourdnim dom( ¢. p. 931 ,U modré raze” (taky , U t¥ moure-
nin@"), ¢. p. 932 ,U kordbu” a ¢. p. 933 , Olbramovsky dim*”, se
zacalo v 1été roku 1899. Budovy z XVII. stoleti staly na zékladech
mnohem starsich domd, které byly mnohokrat prestavény bez ohle-
du na svou pavodni dispozici. Ve smésici Uprav z mnoha rdznych
dob se vétsinou nepodafilo objevit architektonicky cennéjsi prvky,
naopak na povrch vyplula chatrnost vétsiny pfistaveb a Uprav pri-
Celi, kterymi domy béhem své existence prosly. Jako ukdzka muze
poslouzit dim ¢. p. 932, z kterého se podafilo zachovat pouze né-
které renesan¢ni kamenné portdly a ¢astecné také prvky figurdini
vyzdoby fasady. Socha sv. Vaclava na praceli navic nebyla z kame-
ne, jak si do té doby vsichni mysleli, ale ze zna¢né shnilého dfeva,
a proto musela pfed osazenim na novou budovu projit ddkladnou
restauraci v dilné pozlacovace V. Kostecky.

Po dokonceni demolice byla 27. fijna 1899 svéfena stavba nové
budovy staviteli Frantisku Schlaffrovi, ktery dostal za ukol predat
novostavbu do srpna roku 1901. Jesté pfedtim byly 18. zafi 1899
méstskou radou schvéleny plany nové budovy vypracované Osval-
dem Polivkou, ktery ziejmé s ohledem na predchozi protesty ¢asti
vefejnosti dostal od zadavatele pokyn co nejvice respektovat dosa-
vadni historicky rdz Staroméstského ndmesti.
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Demolition of houses no. 931 “At the Blue Rose” (or “At the Three
Moors"), no. 932 “At the Argosy” and no. 933 “Olbram House"” start-
ed in summer 1899. These buildings from the 17th century stood on
the foundations of much older houses which had been reconstructed
many times regardless of their original layouts. The mixture of adapta-
tions from many different periods of time typically lacked any architec-
turally valuable elements; on the contrary, the dilapidated state of the
majority of extensions and facade adaptations that had been under-
taken over the centuries became obvious. House no. 932 may serve to
illustrate this, where only some Renaissance stone portals and partially
also some elements of the figural facade decoration were successfully
preserved. In contrast to the prevailing general opinion, the statue of
St. Wenceslaus on the facade was not made of stone, but of rather
rotten wood. Therefore the statue had to be thoroughly restored in
the workshop of gilder V. Kostecka prior to its placement on the new
building.

After demolition was completed on 27 October, 1899, builder Fran-
tiSek Schlaffer was entrusted with construction of the new building
with a completion deadline of August 1901. Prior to that, on 18 Sep-
tember, 1899, the city council approved the building plans drawn up
by Osvald Polivka who, apparently in response to the previous protests
of part of the public, had been instructed by the client to respect the
historic nature of the Old Town Square as much as possible.

Vestibul budovy.
Vestibule of the building.
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Budova Prazské méstské pojistovny
Building of the Prague Municipal Insurance Company

Architekt Osvald Polivka v souladu se zaddnim rozclenil praceli
nové budovy na dvé asti, z nichZ uzsi méla pripominat barok-
ni praceli domu ¢ p. 932, které bylo ze tfi zborenych staveb
umélecky nejcennéjsi. Pivodni fasddu domu vsak nebylo mozné
uplné stavebné opakovat, protoZe s ohledem na poZadavky ad-
ministrativni budovy XX. stoleti musely byt rozméry oken a vysky
pater jiné nez u predlohy z XVII. stoleti. Pfesto vsak mensi cast
nového pruceli plsobi dojmem zdafilé kopie pivodniho domu
& p. 932.

Druha, vétsi ¢ast nového priceli byla volné komponovana rovnéz
v baroknim slohu. Zdobil ji hlavni velky 3tit a dva mensi vikyre.
Roz¢lenénim stfechy a usporadanim okrasnych komint se archi-
tekt Polivka snazil dosahnout hladkého prechodu k nizsi budové
byvalé mincovny v sousedstvi, ktera prezila asanaci.

Plvodni ddm ¢. p. 932 byl ozdoben ornamenty, jejichz motivy
byly hojné vyuzity také na nové budové, na jejimz praceli uby-
la jedna ze dvou fad pilastrd. Hlavni fimsu domu Osvald Poliv-
ka umistil nad treti patro. Do $titu budovy byla znovu pouZita
zrestaurovand puavodni socha sv. VAclava, kterou po stranach

20

Architect Osvald Polivka — in accordance with the plans — divided the
front of the new building into two parts: the narrow one was supposed
to resemble the Baroque facade of house no. 932, artistically the most
valuable building of the three demolished buildings. Nevertheless, the
new building could not precisely copy the original facade because as a
20th century administration building, it required different window dli-
mensions and storey heights than its 17th century predecessor. In spite
of that the smaller part of the new facade gives the impression of a
successful copy of the original house no. 932.

The other, larger part of the new facade was also designed in the Ba-
roque style. It was decorated by a main large fronton and two smaller
dormers. Through roof articulation and placement of the decorative
chimneys, Polivka attempted to achieve a smooth transition to a low-
er building, a former mint, in the neighbourhood, which had survived
the slum clearance.

The original house no. 932 was decorated with ornaments. The
same motifs were also amply used on the new building on the front
of which only one row of pilasters was left. Osvald Polivka placed
the principal moulding over the third floor. The restored statue of

Lucerna ve vestibulu budovy.
Lantern in the vestibule of the building.
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stfezili dva Stukovi Ivi. Sochafské prace na nové budové proved|
akademicky sochaf Frantisek Kraumann s pomocniky Pickartem
a Simanovskym. Nad $titem byla instalovéna tepana zlata hvéz-
da a dvé bohaté tepané kytice, které dodalo umélecké zlatnictvi
Faltus & Koutnik.

Pfizemi, kde byla oteviena lékdrna s kompletnim zdzemim, bylo
obloZeno ¢ervenym lesténym mramorem. Na obloZeni byly pouzity
motivy z plvodniho portélu. Ve vyklencich byly umistény alegoric-
ké postavy fakult filosofie, Iékarstvi, bohoslovi a pravnictvi, které
modeloval akademicky sochaf Ladislav Saloun. Ornamentalni ¢ast,
vypln, hlavicky andéld a Ivi hlavy navrhl Frantisek Kraumann. Celé
oblozeni v¢etné soch a ornamentéini vyzdoby bylo vyrobeno v dilné
Ludvika Saldy.

Pravé vétsi ¢ast priceli bylo UpIné novou kompozici s pouzitim né-
kterych motivd z plvodnich domU. Stfed byl vyzna¢en mohutnym,
ale ve forméach jednoduchym portélem z hofrického piskovce, jehoz
hlavni ozdobou se stal polychromovany méstsky znak. Rimsy a hla-
vice stfedniho vjezdového portélu byly ¢astecné pozlaceny. Portal
nese balkon I. patra, ktery zdobili dva svétlonosi od akademického
sochare Frantiska Prochdzky. Nad vedlejsimi vchody pro pési byla
umisténa dvé piskovcova poprsi predstavujici alegorii vody (leknin
a viny) a ohné (kohout a plameny). Vstup do budovy chranily boha-
té polychromované mfize.

St. Wenceslaus guarded by a stucco lion on each side was again used
for the building fronton. The sculptural work on the new building was
done by academic sculptor FrantiSek Kraumann with his assistants
Pickart and Simanovsky. A repoussé in the form of a golden star and
two richly wrought bouquets supplied by Faltus & Koutnik fine gold-
smiths were installed above the fronton.

The ground floor where a pharmacy with complete technical facil-
ities was situated was lined with polished red marble. Motifs from
the original portal were used for the panel. Allegorical figures of the
faculties of philosophy, medicine, theology and law, modelled by ac-
ademic sculptor Ladislav Saloun, were placed in habitacles. The or-
namental part, the panel, angel heads and lion heads were designed
by Frantisek Kraumann. The entire panel, including the statues and
ornamental decoration, was made in the workshop of Ludvik Salda.

The larger part of the facade on the right side was an entirely new
composition using some motifs from the original houses. The mid-
dle part was marked by a huge portal with a simple shape made of
Hofice sandstone whose chief decoration was a polychromatic mu-
nicipal coat of arms. The cornices and caps of the central entry portal
were partially gold-coated. The portal supports the first floor balcony,
which was decorated with two torchbearers made by academic sculp-
tor FrantiSek Prochazka. Two sandstone busts representing the allego-
ries of water (a water lily and waves) and fire (a rooster and flames)

Alegorie vody ve fontané na podesté hlavniho schodisté / Ladislav Saloun.

22 Allegory of Water in the fountain at the stairhead of the central staircase / Ladislav Saloun.
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Mohutny portal mél slouzit jako prijezd do budouci hasic¢ské centra-
ly, s niz méla byt podle ptvodnich zdmérd budova méstské pojistovny
spojena. Z tohoto planu sice seslo, presto byl povrch viezdu vyasfal-
tovan, aby unesl tézké hasic¢ské vozy. Vyzdoba vestibulu, ktery mél
budit dojem barokniho prazského paldce, byla prosta. Skladala se
v podstaté pouze ze slozité klenby, Ctyr sloupt z leSténého mramoru
a okrasnych mfizi na pristupech ke schodistim, které na pravé strané
vedly ke kanceldfim méstské pojistovny a nalevo zajistovaly pristup
k soukromym bytdm. Pfizemi bylo diky umisténi dvou obchodu pfi-
praveno pro komercni vyuziti stejné jako druhd ¢ast domu s Iékarnou.

Prvni patro, v némz sidlily uctarny a kancelare, bylo roz¢lenéno Siroky-
mi okny, kterd zaméstnanciim méstské pojistovny poskytovala dosta-
tek prirozeného denniho svétla. Druhé patro bylo zdobeno bohatgji
balkony a velikym arkyfem. Nad sdruzenymi a jednoduchymi okny
byly umistény reliéfy détskych postav, které predstavovaly alegorii
vody, blesku, krupobiti a vichru.

Treti patro bylo ozdobeno détskou skupinou s polychromovanym
méstskym znakem a vlysem, ktery odkazuje na ornamentaini vyz-
dobu pavodnich domd. Ctvrté patro bylo ¢aste¢né zamaskovéno
do stfechy, takze budova pUsobi dojmem tfipatrového domu, coz
mélo zajistit zadany plynuly pfechod k nizsi budové byvalé mincovny
v sousedstvi. Celou sochafskou praci na této casti priceli proved! so-
chaf A. Folkmann.
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were placed above the side entrances for pedestrians. The entrance to
the building was protected by an elaborate polychromatic grill.

The huge portal was supposed to serve as the gateway to the future
fire station with which the building of the Municipal Insurance Com-
pany was to be connected according to the original plans. Although
this plan was dropped, the gateway surface was covered with asphalt
S0 as to be able to bear heavy fire engines. Decoration of the entrance
hall, which was supposed to give the impression of a Prague Baroque
palace, was simple. It consisted merely of a complex vault, four pillars
of polished marble and decorative grills on the entrances to staircases
which led to the Municipal Insurance Company offices on the right
side and to private apartments on the left side. The ground floor with
two shops was prepared for commercial use as was the other part of
the house with a pharmacy.

The first floor where accounting departments and offices were situat-
ed, was divided by wide windows providing sufficient daylight to the
employees of the Municipal Insurance Company. The second floor
was decorated with more balconies and a large oriel. Above gemel
and single windows, there are reliefs of child figures portraying the
allegories of water, lightening, hailstorm and gale.

The third floor was decorated with a group of children with a poly-
chromatic municipal coat of arms and a stile referring to the or-

Zabradli schodisté zdobi secesni ornamenty.
The banister of the staircase is decorated with Art Nouveau ornaments.
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Nejvyraznéjsi ozdobou celého praceli je luneta nad Ctvrtym patrem,
kterd tlumocila vyznam budovy jako sidla Prazské méstské pojistov-
ny, a lze ji chapat také jako pokus architekta Polivky vratit na na-
mésti barevnost obvyklou v dobach pred velkym pozdrem v roce
1689. Byla na ni zobrazena sedici Zzenska postava, ktera chranf
pomoc hledajici Zenu a zaroven poddva pomocnou ruku klecicimu
mladikovi. V pozadi byly zobrazeny Hradcany a ¢ast mésta osvétle-
nd rudou zaff ohné. Karton namaloval akademicky malit Frantisek
Urban a mozaiku podle néj zhotovil L. Solerti.

Stfed praceli byl korunovdn emblémy hasicstvi. Po strandch ho
ozdobily dvé figuraini skupiny, a to ,Hasi¢”, jiZ modeloval jeden
z nejvyznamnéjsich sochaft generace Narodniho divadla Bohuslav
Schnirch, a ,,Vold na poplach”, kterou po Schnirchové smrti v roce
1901 dokonil Ladislav Saloun.

Kancelafské prostory v prvnim pate byly pfistupné zvlastnim scho-
distém, které zdobilo okno s barevnym méstskym znakem a portal
z umélého mramoru. Na chodbach domu byla poloZena mozaikova
dlazba od firmy Hrdza & Rosenberg. Interiér kancelafi byl zafizen
dubovym nabytkem od firem F. Kfizek a J. Potz, jinak byl zdoben
pomérné stiidmé. Za zminku stoji predevsim mramorovy krb v né-
kdejsi zasedaci mistnosti, ozdobeny figuralnimi alegoriemi ohné
a vody odlitymi z bronzu podle modell sochafe Frantiska Krau-
manna. Ve dvou nikach byly umistény bronzové busty prazského
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namental decoration of the original houses. The fourth floor was
partially embedded in the roof; therefore, the building looks like
a three-storey house, which was intended to provide the desired
smooth transition to the lower former mint building in the neigh-
bourhood. All of the sculptural work on this part of the front was
created by A. Folkmann.

The most prominent decoration of the entire facade is the lunette
above the fourth floor communicating the importance of the building
as the seat of the Prague Municipal Insurance Company, which may
be also comprehended as the architect’s attempt to renew the colour-
fulness of the square typical before the big fire in 1689. It depicted
a sitting female figure protecting a woman seeking help and at the
same time giving a hand to a kneeling youth. The district of Hradcany
was portrayed in the background along with a part of the city illumi-
nated by the red glow of fire. The cartoon was painted by academic
painter Frantisek Urban and the mosaic based on the cartoon was
made by L. Solerti.

The middle part of the facade was crowned with fire fighting sym-
bols. It was decorated on either side by a figural group — on one side
a firefighter, which was modelled by one of the most outstanding
sculptors of the National Theatre generation, Bohuslav Schnirch, and
on the other side a fire alarm, completed by Ladislav Saloun after
Schnirch’s death in 1901.

Detail zabradli vedlej$iho schodisté.
Detail of the side staircase banister.
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starosty JUDr. Vladimira Srba a jeho prvniho ndméstka JUDr. Vojté-
cha Fri¢e. Obé sochy modeloval sochat Josef Strunc. Ornamentalni
vyzdoba stropu v feditelné byla dilem sochafe J. Pekarka.

Celkem se néklady na stavbu nové budovy Prazské méstské po-
jistovny na Staromeéstském namésti vysplhaly na 713 000 korun,
z toho 260 000 korun bylo vyplaceno hlavnimu méstu za stavebni
pozemek.

Uz v roce 1910 byla architektem Polivkou dokoncena ve dvornim
traktu dalsi ¢ast komplexu Prazské méstské pojistovny vcetné kovo-
vé a prosklené dvorany. V letech 1933-1934 byly pfistavény dalsi
kancelarské i obytné objekty podle ndvrhu Frantiska Roitha. V se-
dmdesatych letech byla provedena Uprava hlavniho vchodu, ktera
je dnes obecné oznacovana za znehodnocujici. Avsak diky této re-
konstrukci byl do budovy namontovan vytah paternoster vyrobeny
chrudimskou firmou Transporta.

Budova vydrzela v pdvodnim vlastnictvi az do sklonku tficatych let
XX. stoleti. Od té doby az do soucasnosti zde sidlily rizné centralni
organy statni spravy. Jejim soucasnym uZivatelem je Ministerstvo
pro mistni rozvoj Ceské republiky.

The offices on the first floor were accessible via a special staircase,
which was decorated with a window with a colourful municipal coat
of arms and a special portal made of artificial marble. The corridors in
the house were paved with mosaic paving made by Hrliza & Rosen-
berg. The office interior was equipped with oak furniture made by
F. Kfizek and J. Potz, otherwise the decoration was rather modest.
In particular, a marble fireplace in the former conference room dec-
orated with figural allegories of fire and water cast in bronze accord-
ing to the models by sculptor Frantisek Kraumann, is noteworthy.
Bronze busts of the Prague mayor Vladimir Srb and of his first deputy
Vojtéch Fri¢ were placed in two recesses. Both statues were modelled
by sculptor Josef Strunc. The author of the ornamental ceiling deco-
ration in the director’s office was sculptor J. Pekarek.

Overall, the costs of constructing the new building of the Prague
Municipal Insurance Company at the Old Town Square amounted to
713,000 Czech crowns, of which 260,000 Czech crowns were paid
to the capital city for the building site.

The building remained the property of the original owner until the
end of the 1930s. From that time on the building has been used as
the seat of various central state administration authorities. The build-
ing is currently used by the Ministry for Regional Development of the
Czech Republic.

Sochafské a Stukatérské prace uvnitf budovy provedli panové Kraumann, Pickart, Simanovsky a Pekarek.
28 Sculptures and stuccos inside the building are the work of Messrs. Kraumann, Pickart, Simanovsky and Pekarek.









Detail zabradli hlavniho schodisté.
Detail of the central staircase banister.
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