Minutes of the Urban Development Group – 4th February 2009


EU Working Level Meeting of urban development
URBAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP
Prague, 4th February 2009
Minutes of the Meeting of the Urban Development Group (UDG)

Held on 4th February 2009

On 4th February 2009 at the Prague Congress Centre the meeting of the Urban development Group took place.
Participants: attached to these minutes is the list of participants

Mr. Josef Postránecký (Director of the Department of the Regional Policy and Development; Chairman): Welcomed the participants. 
Mr. Milan Půček (Deputy Minister of the Regional Policy): Also welcomed the participants. He informed that urban development is one of the priorities of the Czech Republic. The importance of the Leipzig Charter (LC) is expressed in 7 Regional Operational Programmes (ROPs). We are focusing on the urban development in order to improve the effectiveness of the Cohesion Policy (CP) and to increase the effectiveness of urban dimension. The Integrated Urban Development Plans (IUDP) is the tool that we are using for the implementation of urban dimension (Partnership including the Regional Councils, the Association of Towns and Municipalities etc). 
In the relation to activity 1.1a our objective is to strengthen the urban – rural relations, further to identify challenges and advantages.
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Introduced the final agenda of the UDG meeting and asked if there were any comments. There were none.
France: Concluded the FR PRES and took a presentation on “The reference framework for a sustainable urban development”. They have informed of the implementation of the LC and activities of the AP1. A great advantage for them was to cooperate with the responsible authorities of UDG. A group composed of Member States and European level institutions and networks will be set up (MS/I group).
URBACT: Presented the information about the call for proposals for the creation of a Working Group on the Implementation of the LC within the OP URBACT II. Mr. Drubigny introduced the main objective and he also mentioned that all phases of the process must be agreed by the URBACT. 1st phase includes four partners – cities. 2nd phase adds four more partners, where organizations might also appear but no countries. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Introduced the point of view of the Czech Republic and opened discussion. 

Sweden: Asked for the geographical balance. 
Portugal: Asked FR: “How to become a part of the MS/I Group? And what is the Thematic distribution?”.  
Luxembourg: Asked whether they have to be a part of the Working Group in order to be involved in the Supporting Group. 
Finland: Asked URBACT: “What are the mechanisms of involvement in the Working Group?”. 

France: Application forms will be sent to the appliers to the MS/I group. 
URBACT: Please accept that all partners have to join and cooperate at the local level. Eight partners will be in the first group. The second group is focused on stakeholders. The outcomes should be presented every six months. 
Slovakia: They are afraid of a large number of the Working groups. They also asked whether we are going to introduce with the Urban Cities Working Group. 

The Netherlands: There are two groups (URBACT), and cities are in both. From their point of view the objectives are similar, and therefore, they suggest having only one group. 
CEMR: Cities carry out the implementation in the MS/I Group, but they are also a part of it. How do you want to secure this? According to their opinion cities should also be involved in the MS/I Group and not only in the “Cities group” which seems to be intended mainly as  test bed for what the MS/I group has proposed. In our view, cities have to be involved already from the very beginning, meaning in the conception and drafting phase.
France: There is a misunderstanding: the A. Form for the MS/I group will be sent also to the European institutions (Eurocities, Committee of the Regions, CEMR) and local and regional authorities networks. The role of the MS/I group and of the URBACT cities group are complementary. Besides of them, we propose also to  create national support groups involving local authorities and urban planning professional networks, research and technical bodies, NGO’s, civil society’s and public & private sector representatives, etc… 
EC: Asked for the written version of the profiles of the particular groups in order to use the resources effectively. 
Italy: As regards the National support groups, we agree that certain flexibility should be ensured to the Member states in setting them up but it is also important to ensure the homogeneity of their contributions in order to make the work of the MS/I Group effective. 
Mr. Postránecký: Summarized the discussion. As a result he assured that the monitoring of UDG’s role is very important and has to be intensive. Therefore, another UDG meeting will take place in June (9th June 2009).  
Coffee break 
EC: Informed of the current status of the EC and their foreseen activities related to the urban development. They emphasized the role of the Territorial agenda (TA). They also stressed that the row of the seminars focused on the Urban-Rural linkages will be followed by the 3rd seminar (May/June) aimed to the Social cohesion. 
Mr. Postránecký: Informed of the current status and questionnaire evaluation results. We have forwarded (sent, distributed) four questions related to the implementation of the LC; until now, we have received nine answers. He asked the rest of the countries to send the MRD the answers as soon as possible. 
Eurocities: Offered cooperation.  

Case studies: 
DTZ (Vítkovice) – Prioritisation of urban regeneration in the Czech Republic; The case of the lower Vítkovice site, Ostrava 

         :   City of Ústí nad Labem and its experience with IUDP 

         :   EEA – Quality of Life in Europe’s Cities and Towns
Portugal: Is there integrated methodology? 
EC: Question for DTZ (Vítkovice): “When to implement JESSICA?” AND “What are their future plans?” 
       Question at the City of Ústí nad Labem: “How do you solve the problem of bureaucracy? The implementation increases it that is the other way around from the wanted state. We need flexible system that will help the cities with the bureaucracy.” 
Denmark: Question for City of Ústí nad Labem: They positively evaluate the integrated cooperation. They are interested in the criteria and strategies. 
City of Ústí nad Labem: Answer to PT: Yes, on the national level there are. Cities proceed from their own strategies. 




      Answer to DK: I the Integrated Urban development plans (IUDP) is detailed analysis and strategy. Criteria are detailed and pointed. 



      Answer to EC: They agreed that bureaucracy is a problem. The cities really understand the Integrated urban development plans (IUDP) as a problematic burden. 
DTZ (Vítkovice): Answer to EC: Urban deprived zones in the Czech Republic are mostly in private property. They do have neither financial resources nor effective knowledge. These facts make the situation worse. 
Lunch and cultural event 

Mr. Postránecký: Began the meeting and informed of the results of the AP1.  

Mr. Novotný: Informed of the current result of 1.1a activity (Urban-Rural Relations). 
EC: Presented the initiative dealing with Urban-Rural linkages. A summary of main issues covered at the second seminar held in Brussels on 23 January 2009 was provided together with information on upcoming events. 
EEA: Asked about the abuse of the zones on the benefit of the cities´ development. In the urban-rural relations is very important economical foot-print which burdens its neighbourhood. 
France: Informed about the importance of spatial access and suggested to follow the activities of the EC. 
EC: Informed that we have to respond to the concept of TA in the future. Working group suggests linked activities. 

PowerPoint presentations of CZ PRES (JESSICA), EIB (JESSICA) and CZ PRES (future activities). 
Mr. Postránecký: The next UDG meeting will be on 9th June 2009. At this meeting we will discus the implementation of the LC and monitoring of the working group. The detailed program will be specified. 
During the June’s conference we will welcome the concrete examples as we are going to continue in the FR PRES activities dealing with municipal cooperation. 
SE PRES: Thanked for the conference and possibility of taking the floor. They informed of their decision not to organize a Ministerial meeting during their presidency. However, they do plan to organize a conference related to Environment, integration and regional policy. The focus of SE PRES is the climate changes. There will also be two conferences. the first will focus on Sustainable urban development and the second will focus on Climate changes and their impact on the economics. 
ES PRESS: Informed that there will be two Ministerial meetings during their presidency. 
Mr. Postránecký: Thanked to the participants and adjourned the meeting.
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