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Minutes of the Meeting of the Urban Development Group (UDG)

Held on 9th June 2009

On 9th June 2009 at the Prague Congress Centre the meeting of the Urban Development Group took place.
Participants: attached to these minutes is the list of participants

Mr. Josef Postránecký (Director of the Department of the Regional Policy and Development; Chairman): Welcomed the participants and informed about getting out Proceedings from the International conference on Future of Cohesion Policy, held in Prague on 26th-27th March 2009. He also pointed “Promoting sustainable urban development in Europe” provided by European Commission and a new publication on Cohesion Policy in the Czech Republic. 
Mr. Jan Fluxa (Deputy Director of European affairs): Informed about the conclusions and outputs if Informal meeting of Ministers for regional development on 22nd-24th April 2009 in Mariánské Lázně. Before this meeting has been organized a conference on Future of Cohesion Policy, including urban development, on 26th-27th March 2009 in Prague. As Mr Fluxa informed, progress report is now in the process of comments. We expect all the comments after 15th June 2009 and final report is expected on 22nd June 2009. During the informal ministerial meeting has been agreed Communiqué of Ministers. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: As there were no questions or comments Mr. Postránecký passed the word to Mrs. Tünnemann from European Commission. 
Mrs. Margit Tünneman (European Commission): Informed about ongoing and upcoming activities of DG REGIO in the field of urban development and territorial cohesion (Regions for Economic Change initiative, URBACT Fast Track Networks and CityStars in 2010; 2nd call for proposals of the URBACT II programme; Cities facing the financial and economic crisis; Seminars on urban-rural linkages, local development and urban development; Urban Audit and Urban Atlas; Erasmus for local and regional representatives; Follow-up on Green Paper on Territorial cohesion; Baltic Sea Strategy).. DG REGIO also distributed a new brochure “Promoting Sustainable Urban Development in Europe – Achievements and Opportunities” which informs about the achievements in the last 20 years and gives an outlook on future challenges.
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to Mrs. Tünnemann for the information and for the support to the urban development in particular European countries and opened the discussion. 

Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR): Asked about closer information for CityStars; is there a call for proposals? How can we apply for or what are the conditions? 
Austria: Asked whether the mentioned activities will arise from previous activities like URBAN or INTERREG. 
Mrs. Margit Tünnemann (European Commission) 
Answer to CEMR – All information and conditions are published on the internet web pages; the legacy is in the presentation. 
Answer to Austria – Yes, it is an important issue. We already included some INTERREG projects in the brochure and we will continue this comprehensive approach.
Mr. Jean – Loup Drubigny (URBACT): Has completed Mrs. Tünnemann. He informed about seminar that will be organized together with INTERREG, ESPON and URBACT in September. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Introduced next point of the meeting and passed the word to French colleagues. 
Mrs. Marie – Claire Grima (France): Informed that France has been charged by the ministers in Marseille to create a working group on the reference framework for sustainable cities results will be presented at the informal ministerial meeting during ES PRES.
Mr. Francois Bordes (Capgemini Consulting, France): Informed detail about the progress of MS/I working group and the preparation of the Reference framework for European sustainable cities. Especially he pointed that the reference framework has to be created within one year. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Evaluated positively the progress in this regard and opened the discussion. 
Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR): Asked for the specification of the date of the meeting in August, which was mentioned in the presentation. She mentioned that this activity is for CEMR very important and also finds the cooperation with others important. 
Mrs. Eva Schultz (Sweden): Sweden is very interested in the National Support group. As the goals are getting clear they would like to know what will be the role or position of the UDG as a monitoring committee. She suggested clarifying the role and presenting the proposal during SE PRES or ES PRES. The expectations of UDG might be presented at the informal ministerial meeting during ES PRES. How will be began the dialog between particular subjects? 
Mr. Oli Voutilainen (Finland): Agreed most of the goals, especially usefulness and reality anyway he called for becoming inspiring tool too. He recommended providing more materials in advance, in order to more specialize the discussion at the UDG meeting. 
Mr. Tilman Buchholz (Germany): Pointed that Leipzig charter is an important basis for MS/I working group. The simple structure is an advantage of this working group. 
Belgium: How can UDG contribute to the creation of the Reference framework and what is its role? We would like to involve cities; how can we involve as many as possible? It is important to define future steps and background materials that are going to be presented at the informal ministerial meeting during ES PRES. 
Committee of regions: In the presentation were mentioned objectives to communicate with local authorities; they will prefer cooperation with already existing structures. 
Austria: How is it possible that Capgemini has all rights reserved? 
Mrs. Marie – Claire Grima (France): It was misunderstanding. France is responsible for managing the Members States/Institutions working group on the reference framework; therefore an expert has been chosen from a regular competitive call for tender.  
Mrs. Margit Tünnemann (European Commission): The UDG as a “monitoring committee” should be addressed with concrete proposals and questions for discussion in the future and documents/information should be sent in advance to the UDG members. Concerning the schedule, she wondered whether it is not too optimistic to expect final outputs already during ES PRES.  
Mrs. Catherine Badie (France): MS/I group works one year only. The Urbact cities group works on duration of 2 years, so it will goes on after the end of the MS/I group and will be able to test the reference framework during its second year. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Supported France by informing that France has already in February announced that there will be a competitive tender for an external expert. Than he informed about the first meeting of National support group last week where had been a strong support and interest of Czech cities and towns. At the end Mr. Postránecký agreed with France that the concrete conclusions will be in several months. 
Coffee break 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Began the session and excused to Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR) who wanted to participate on a previous discussion before the coffee break. 
Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR): Informed about conference on the sustainable urban development on 19th – 22nd May in France which is linked to our problematic.  
Mr. Ola Göransson (Sweden): Clarified that the role of UDG during SE PRES and ES PRES will be to approve the convincing structure of reference framework. He also agreed that it would be better to receive the background materials approximately two weeks before the meeting. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Closed the discussion for the previous presentation and passed the word to Mr. Sapoval. 

Mr. Yves – Laurent Sapoval (France): Followed up the MS/I working group and informed about sustainable urban development in Mediterranean Union. On 13th July 2008 was meeting of European prime ministers in Barcelona. There was discussed the future of Mediterranean Union; 6 priority activities have been agreed. On 3rd-4th November ministers of interior agreed directors general and time schedule in Marseilles. Ministers have added priority of sustainable development. The meeting of ministers responsible for sustainable development will be on 25th June 2009 in Marseilles where will be discussed the problematic of water, energy, infrastructure and sustainable development. The main goal is the urban development in Mediterranean area concentrated on the fact that till the year 2017 there will be an increase of inhabitants. We would like to agree on the main goals and questions related to the whole EU27. We would like to implement operational programs – Project of intelligent urban development and Operational investment project. It is necessary to improve infrastructure, urbanism, housing policy, professionalization of the experts etc. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to Mr. Sapoval and passed the word to Mr. Drubigny. 

Mr. Jean Loup Drubigny (Secretariat URBACT): Introduced the results and perspectives of the Working group on the implementation of the Leipzig Charter. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to Mr. Drubigny and opened the discussion. 
Mrs. Barbara Lemke (European Investment Bank): How will be secured a sufficient representation of particular cities; most important for urban development? 
Mr. Jean Loup Drubigny (Secretariat URBACT): Each participant has to create Local support group. As an institutional group there is EUROCITIES. We would like to create Pilot groups of the cities. These groups will be created on a test level, supranational level and national level. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Summarized this point of the meeting; UDG accepts the information about the progress in creation Working group and schedule of urban development till the end of this year. 
Next point of our program is given to the implementation of Leipzig charter. As you surely know, we have distributed some questions related to this topic. Now, let me pass the word to Mr. Jetmar. 
Mr. Marek Jetmar: Informed about current status and questionnaire evaluation results. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to Mr. Jetmar. He admitted that there might be any misunderstandings or wrong interpretation in the answers; therefore he asked for the comments. Mr. Postránecký opened the discussion. 
Mrs. Catherine Badie (France): Is there a deadline for the comments? 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: It will be nice to have the comments within the June. 

Mr. Munk Asger (Denmark): Informed about 2 reports related to the implementation of the LC – from NICIS and from the Czech Republic. Would it be fruitful to have another document comparing these 2 reports? 
Finland: informed about document ratified in May 2009 in Finland. This document targeted the national goals in urban policy. 
Mr. Tilman Buchholz (Germany): Informed about new study in Germany in the field of urban development and interaction. He also pointed the importance of the Operational programs. 
Mrs. Marie – Claire Grima (France): Called for the enforcement of the integrated approach. Than informed about a finished study of urban development which follow-up to Marseilles.  
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked for the questions and information. He pointed that the development of the implementation is very dynamic. We should cooperate at more levels, within both already mentioned working groups. The Czech Republic is ready to participate at this work. 
Mr. Postranecký closed the discussion and invited the delegates for a lunch. 
Lunch 

Mr. Josef Postránecký: Began the meeting and informed about a change in a program. The afternoon session will began by the presentation of EUKN. 

Mr. Tom Leeuwestein and Mr. Mart Grisel (EUKN): Informed about a progress in activities of EUKN. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to both delegates and also mentioned that the Czech Republic became a participant of EUKN. Mr Postránecký opened the discussion. 
Mr. Munk Asger (Denmark): Called for frequented use of the EUKN internet web sites where can be placed most of the information. 
Mr. Eduardo de Santiago Rodriguez (Spain): Asked Mr. Drubigny how does the process looks like. 

Mr. Jean Loup Drubigny (Secretariat URBACT): Right now the connection points are absent as we were trying to avoid double structures. 
Austria: The feel this very important. They would like to know what are the conditions or rules for the cooperation between the institutions and member states and between the member states at all. 
Mr. Mart Grisel (EUKN): We do not force any member states to become a member of EUKN. The cooperation with Secretariat URBACT is based on the complementarities and on enhancing the efficiency of these 2 networks. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked and closed the discussion with the experience of the Czech Republic. The discussion of joining to the EUKN took more than 1 year in the Czech Republic and was realized at all levels. Mr. Postránecký passed the word to Mr. Novotný. 

Mr. Novotný: Informed of the current result of 1.1a activity (Urban-Rural Relations) and introduced the Interim report. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked and also summarized the progress in the 1.1a activity. He evaluated the activity of the DG REGIO in this field and opened the discussion. 

Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR): As they do participate at this activity too they would like to stress the importance of the contents of this report and also the attached case studies. 
Austria: Asked EC whether there is already discussion on the field of exchanging the ideas or experiences. 
Mrs. Margit Tünnemann (European Commission): Confirmed discussion between DG REGIO and DG AGRI about urban-rural issues. There is also a dialogue between EC, member states and other stakeholders. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Summarized this point. He informed, we have successfully finished 1st phase of our work and cooperation and now there is 2nd phase. 2nd phase should increase the qualitative level of our outcomes. Than he passed word to the project URBAN-NET realized within SE PRES and ES PRES. 
Mrs. Ulla Westerberg (Sweden): Informed about URBAN-NET network. She would like to ask all interested member states and institutions to participate. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked and opened the discussion. 

Mrs. Marie – Claire Grima (France): How will be the evaluation of the outcomes proceeded? 
Mrs. Ulla Westerberg (Sweden): Agreed that the evaluation of our projects has to be discussed in order to understand clearly what its added value is.
Mr. Mart Grisel (NICIS Institute): Suggested it might be good to invite the representatives of UDG to discus wider the added value specifically.

Mr. Jean Loup Drubigny (Secretariat URBACT): Suggested the need to invite URBA-NET to participate at the research activities of Secretariat URBACT. 

Mr. Josef Postránecký: Closed the discussion and passed the word to Swedish colleagues. 

Mrs. Eva Schultz and Mr. Ola Göransson (Sweden): Thanked and introduced the goals and activities during Swedish Presidency. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked and opened the discussion. 
Mr. Bernardo Rodrigues (EUROCITIES): Call for a cooperation and exchanging information about activities with a meeting of high level of governance active in local authorities’ policy. 
Mrs. Angelika Poth-Moegele (CEMR): Stressed the importance of the next period and steps and called for a better/closer connection of the climate change problematic. 
Mrs. Eva Schultz (Sweden): Agreed the importance of the high level meeting of the governance, added that this meeting will be on the 8th-9th October and will be targeted on the local level of governance. 

Mr. Ola Göransson (Sweden): Assured that the agenda for SE PRES is not fixed jet. 

Mr. Munk Asger (Denmark): Asked whether any results or comments to climate change will be included to the conference on September in Copenhagen. 

Mr. Ola Göransson (Sweden): Answered that anything like this will not be included to the program in Copenhagen. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Closed the discussion and passed the word to Spanish colleague.
Mr. Eduardo de Santiago Rodriguez (Spain): Also introduced the Spanish activities. Regarding to the financial crisis they widen their interest by the complications of the real estate market and connect the mid- and long-term goals. 
Mr. Josef Postránecký: Thanked to Mr. Santiago. As there were no comments he moved to the conclusion. He pointed that CZ PRES tried to maximize the use of experience from previous Presidencies. We wanted to keep up the contents coming from previous presidencies, oriented on the implementation of Leipzig charter. We would like to finish all our goals. Mr. Postránecký thanked again for an active participation of all UDG members. We tried to add the content of the practical examples and we hope it was a contribution for you. At the end Mr Postránecký wished all the best to our Swedish colleagues and assured them about our strong support and willingness to help if needed. 
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